Muciii attention has been given to the possible relationship between mast cells and tumours, and several investigators have studied the occurrence and distribution of mast cells in and around various human tumours. Staemmler (1921) observed them in many cases of mostly epithehal benign and mahgnant tumours, and Cornil and AEchon (1924) Calonius and Jddmeri (1961) studying the relationship between mast ceRs and keloid, found that they tend to increase their number with the increasing age of the keloid and to be located in the periphery of the keloid tissue. Cawley and Hoch-Ligeti (1961) 
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Received for publication June 22nd, 1964 Muciii attention has been given to the possible relationship between mast cells and tumours, and several investigators have studied the occurrence and distribution of mast cells in and around various human tumours. Staemmler (1921) observed them in many cases of mostly epithehal benign and mahgnant tumours, and Cornil and AEchon (1924) The collected cases are Rsted in Table 1 , together with the sex incidence and the age range for each histological type. (Asboe-Hansen, 1950; Riley, 1953; Riley and West, 1953a, b and 1955; KelsaR and Crabb, 1959) ; on the other hand mast cells are assumed to increase in number in connection with the growth of connective tissue (Staemmler, 1921 ; Brack, 1925; Higuchi, 1930; AEchels, 1938; Asboe-Hansen, 1950; Hjelmman, 1952; Telkh and Kunsisto, 1957; Lindholm, 1959 
